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Dear NRT Partners,

We are delighted to have this opportunity to share with you updates from yet another ex-
citing month at NRT. From a remarkable community-led wildlife rescue to BeadWORKS’
exhilarating Kenya E-commerce Award win, not to mention thousands of Mangrove trees
planted at NRT Coast in a massive reforestation effort, May was filled with conservation
accomplishments!

Thanks to your unfailing support, we are making a real and lasting difference in indige-
nous communities in northern and coastal Kenya, enabling them to increase their resilience
against climate change. Follow along to learn more about the progress NRT and NRT mem-
ber conservancies made in solving some of the world’s greatest environmental problems
in May.

It is one thing to know that we have an utterly marvellous team at NRT supporting our mem-
ber conservancies in achieving their conservation goals. It is another thing to know that the
rest of the world also recognizes their brilliant work. We kicked off May roaring with pride as
the Kenya E-commerce Awards nominated NRT Trading’s BeadWORKS E-commerce web-
site for not just one but three awards!
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The BeadWORKS E-commerce website was nominated for the Best Fashion E-commerce
Website of the Year, Best B2B E-commerce Website of the Year, and Best Sustainability In-
itiative of the Year Awards. The Kenya E-commerce Awards seek to recognize Kenya’s best
e-commerce websites, platforms, innovations, and campaigns. The award winners were an-
nounced at a ceremony on the 3 of June, and BeadWORKS took home the Gold Award for
Best Sustainability Initiative of the Year 2022!

We are deeply honored by the nominations and Gold Award win. They will undoubtedly
bolster NRT Trading’s efforts to establish the BeadWORKS brand as a new entrant in the
e-commerce market.

BeadWORKS harnesses northern Kenya’s rich beading tradition and creates opportunities
for pastoralist women to translate their traditional skills into much-needed income. The Pro-
gram is committed to conserving natural resources and wildlife through self-governed, com-
munity-owned conservancies and sustainable, social, and ethical enterprise.

Less than 3 months remain before Kenyans head to the polls, and contestant
campaigns across the country are picking up steam. *

This May, the political leaders from the four Amaya Triangle Initiative (ATI) Hmn"'n
. o . , . TRIANGLE
Counties of Laikipia, Samburu, Isiolo, and Baringo signed a peace charter to INITIATIVE
promote peace and conduct peace campaigns during the country’s upcoming
general elections. During a Governors’ Summit held in Rumuruti last month,
the leaders, led by the Laikipia Governor, Nderitu Muriithi, Deputy Governors
Dr. Abdi Issa (Isiolo), Julius Leseeto (Samburu), and Mary Panga, CEC En-
vironment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife (Baringo County), along
with other political leaders, unanimously agreed to spearhead peaceful co-ex-

istence in the communities in the four regions.

Peace champions from the four counties were awarded for their efforts in the
ceremony, which was also attended by the National Cohesion and Integra-
tion Commission (NCIC) Commissioner, Sam Kona, and representatives from
faith-based institutions. The Summit was conducted with support from the
European Union Kenya RangER Program.
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For decades, Northern and Coastal Kenya’s re-
mote, arid landscape and patriarchal society has
made it difficult for women to thrive. Conserva-
tion policies over the years have also paid little
attention to gender issues, preventing women
from benefiting from conservation-related action
compared to men.

In the fight against climate change, we cannot af-
ford to have women left out of the conversation
and left behind. Effective and sustainable conser-
vation can only be achieved when both men and
women are engaged in natural resource manage-
ment and when all parties are involved in conser-
vation and communal management of protected
areas decisions. Thanks to the formation of com-
munity conservancies and continual sensitization
by different stakeholders, and now the creation
of a women in conservation caucus, the narrative
will soon change across the NRT landscape, and
women will be involved in decisions pertaining to
conservation.

NRT, in partnership with Conservation Internation-
al, The Nature Conservancy in Africa, and USAID
Kenya, hosted 60 participants from NRT member
conservancies at the NRT Coast headquarters in
Lamu for the second Women Leadership Summit.
The Summit was held to empower women, im-
prove their participation in conservation, promote
diversity in leadership and improve gender equal-
ity in community conservation.
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During the Summit, a proposal was made to establish a women in conservation caucus with
a structure customized for NRT member conservancies. The initiative is to be adopted at
a regional level to amplify women’s voices in leadership and conservation across the NRT
landscape.

Regional heads were tasked with implementing the proposed structure and reporting on the
progress made in establishing regional women caucuses at the next Summit.

The NRT chapter of the Women in Conservation Caucus will incorporate women from the
regional level, NRT Gender Caucus and NRT’s Gender Advisory Committee.

Through the structure, women in northern and coastal Kenya will now have opportunities to
take up leadership roles and influence decision-making processes concerning local natural
resources, community development, and governance.

The Pankaj Foundation and Kaptuya Community Con-
servancy teamed up to distribute 10 tonnes of food to
1,600 community members in Kaptuya'’s two wards.

The importance of conservation was underscored to
the communities during the distribution exercise, as

it opens up opportunities for collaboration with oth-

er organizations, such as the Pankaj Foundation, to
deliver services to the communities. The conservancy
structure provides a link to the communities, making it
easier to distribute such benefits.

The food distribution exercise was timely since the
region is grappling with a severe drought. The com-
munity was grateful for the Pankaj Foundation, NRT,
and Kaptuya Conservancy’s collaborative actions.
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The Ruko Giraffe Sanctuary family is growing! Two giraffes were born in the Sanctuary
which is located in Ruko Community Conservancy, bringing the total number of endangered
Rothschild’s Giraffe species to 11. On the 4™ of May, Awala gave birth to a healthy female
giraffe named Naserian, and on the 13" of May, Nasieku gave birth to a male baby who is yet
to be named by Ruko Conservancy rangers. Between late 2019 and 2021, Ruko Conservancy
successfully rescued and translocated nine giraffes from the disappearing Longicharo
Island in Lake Baringo to the Ruko Giraffe Sanctuary. All 11 giraffes are doing well in their
new home.

It is always a wonderfully encouraging time when we have visitors around, and on the 6" and
the 7" of May, we were delighted to host a delegation from the Innocent Foundation based
in England. The visit provided an opportunity for the delegation to learn more about NRT’s
programs and NRT’s community conservation model. The Innocent Foundation is a global
organization that uses simple, smart and sometimes radical methods to combat hunger.
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Life can feel terribly unfair when you are a two-
month-old baby elephant and you find yourself
stuck in a well with no familiar face in sight.
Fortunately, for this particular elephant calf, help
was at hand.

On the 18" of May, community members in
the newly established Cherab Community
Conservancy in Merti Sub-county successfully
rescued the baby elephant who was trapped
in a shallow well in Raku Bula. The nearly two-
month-old male calf was in critical condition,
and the community reported that his family was
nowhere to be seen.

After the rescue, community members watched
over the calf until a Tropic Air helicopter airlifted
him to the Sheldrick Elephant Orphanage in
Nairobi after the Kenya Wildlife Service approved
the trip.

This rescue mission was made possible by the
combined efforts of community members as well
as the NRT team at the Joint Communications
Centre, who coordinated this rescue with
relevant authorities.

Images: Somo Gollo Guyo

Samburu elders performed a purification and
blessing ceremony rooted in Samburu traditions
in diverse locations and establishments within
Sera Rhino Sanctuary in Sera Conservancy to
mark a new beginning and community ownership
of the Sera Black Rhino Recovery Project.

This ceremony follows a series of meetings
attended by morans, women, and elders to
discuss various conflict issues, in which the
community vowed to address future conflict
peacefully.

NORTHERN RANGELANDS TRUST
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Carefully selected herbs and a mixture of milk, honey, and fat from slaughtered pure lambs
were sprinkled into streams, watering holes, staff quarters, and fence lines as prayers were
made.

Sera Rhino Sanctuary, the first and only community-owned black rhino sanctuary in East
Africa, is currently home to 19 critically endangered black rhinos.

At least 230 community rangers from 40 NRT member conservancies begun a three-month
Basic Ranger Training Course at the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) Law Enforcement Acad-
emy in Manyani to improve their capacity in various areas including wildlife monitoring,
anti-poaching law enforcement, and general ranger discipline. The training will equip the
rangers with knowledge and skills in protecting, conserving and managing wildlife in collab-
oration with KWS.

NRT’s Security Team attended the official opening of the training, that will see the rangers
graduate in August 2022.
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NRT Trading’s Tourism Department trained
four chefs from NRT member conservancies
on bush cooking skills, permaculture and a
wide range of recipes so that they are able to
prepare a variety of delicious meals, attracting
more guests and increasing banda revenue.
Permaculture is a type of agriculture that uses
natural inspiration to create synergetic farming
systems based on crop diversity, resilience,
natural productivity, and sustainability.
The chefs can use this knowledge to grow
essential groceries within the camps, ensuring
they are readily available for use. The chefs
hailed from Olgaboli bandas in Naibunga
Lower, Nkoteiya eco-lodge in Nkoteiya, Tassia
Lodge in Lekurruki, and Meibae Conservancy.

It was a joyous occasion as 20 women from Pate Marine Community Conservancy gradu-
ated after completing the transformational Leadership and Management Program (LAMP)

training which seeks to boost
conservancy governance and
improve communities’ capaci-
ty in resource management.

NRT’s bespoke LAMP train-
ing, based on a four-module
syllabus, focuses on providing
skills in leadership and man-
agement, problem-solving, in-
novation, communication, time
management, stakeholder and
investor management, motiva-
tion and staff, asset, and finan-
cial management.
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NRT Trading’s Ujuzi Manyattani team conducted an internal assessment of 90 USAID-funded
Local Works Program trainees in Masol, Ruko and Ishagbini Community Conservancies. The
assessment data will enable the Program’s implementation team to determine the trainees’
progress and will be the final internal assessment. Ujuzi Manyattani is a vocational training
program that provides alternative livelihoods to indigenous communities within NRT member
conservancies.

In a grand win for the fight against climate
change, communities in the NRT Coast
Conservancies of Pate Marine, Kiunga, and
Lower Tana Delta in Lamu and Tana River
Counties planted over 20,000 mangrove
seedlings in collaboration with the Kenya
Forest Service (KFS), Kenya Wildlife
Service (KWS), The Nature Conservancy
(TNC) and USAID to restore mangrove in
degraded areas.

NRT Trading’s BeadWORKS team trained
20 women beaders from Sera Community
Conservancy on new beading skills. The
knowledge the beaders gained will enable
them to meet and sustain customer orders.
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NRT’s Peace team participated in a cross-border peace and security meeting between Meru
and Isiolo Counties that was convened to deliberate on solutions for the recurring insecurity
incidents between two pastoralist communities. Administration officials from seven sub-
counties and partner and faith-based organizations led the communities in brokering for

lasting co-existence.

On the 15™ of May, the founder of
the IBU Movement, the phenomenal
Susan Hull Walker, accompanied
by 18 friends, graced NRT Trading’s
BeadWORKS team and the Program’s
beneficiaries with a visit whose
aim was to gain an understanding
of how the BeadWORKS Program
works. IBU is a global movement that
celebrates the imagination and skill
of women and has been supporting
BeadWORKS through donations and
purchasing beaded products.

Have you grabbed a copy of the recently released book
‘Flowers for Elephants’?

NRT is so proud to be featured in this superb piece
of work written by the brilliant Peter Martell. From
tracking elephants through the bush to gun battles with
bandits and treks through the most wild spots in Kenya,
Peter magnificently narrates an account of NRT and
communities fighting climate change and poaching.

The book, launched in Nanyuki in May, is a must-have for
anyone keen on learning more about the conservation
movement in Kenya. lts powerful storytelling will leave
you intrigued and inspired. If you have not read it yet,
you can get yourself a copy from Amazon here.

Foreword by
HRH THE DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE

FLOWERS

FOR

ELEPHAN TS

HOW A CONSERVATION MOVEMENT
IN KENYA OFFERS LESSONS FOR US ALL


https://www.amazon.com/Flowers-Elephants-Conservation-Movement-Lessons/dp/1787386937/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2F3GW2CTAT5MY&keywords=flowers+for+elephants&qid=1654255084&sprefix=flowers+for+elephant%2Caps%2C463&sr=8-2
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%5 The Standard

KBC Channel 1: My Child Loijipu | Ranger has been attending to
abandoned Rhino

KBC: Pastoralist communities trained on how to diversify income

AA Anadolu Agency: Women in Kenya declare war on invasive
colonial-era plant species

VOA Swalhili: Usimamizi wa Vifaru Katika Hifadhi ya Sera, Samburu,
Kenya — 16.28- 21.45 (USAID mentioned)

VOA Swalhili: Mchakato wa Kusaidia Wanawake wa eneo la Samburu,

Kenya

VOA Africa: Reformed Bandits in Kenya Finding Alternative
Livelihoods

AFP Photo: Kalama Conservancy Women beading

Education Journal: Ujuzi Manyattani Graduation

China Daily: Vocational Skills up Kenyans

The Sunday Standard: Changing the community one bead at a time

The Standard: Tracking a rhino in the wild of Samburu

The Sunday Standard: Tracking a Rhino in the Wild of Samburu

Newsweek: Abandoned Baby Elephant Found Drowning in Muddy
Well Rescued

Nasuulu Conservancy hosted 176 elders from Burat and Oldonyiro
Wards to discuss better community reconciliation methods for peaceful
coexistence.

During a quarterly meeting, Nasuulu Conservancy’s Grazing Committee
resolved to reseed degraded areas to increase grass cover.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h25hiO4rOGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h25hiO4rOGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bYB8oxsq98&t=9s
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/-women-in-kenya-declare-war-on-invasive-colonial-era-plant-species/2591290
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/-women-in-kenya-declare-war-on-invasive-colonial-era-plant-species/2591290
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&ref=watch_permalink&v=701604137805617
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&ref=watch_permalink&v=701604137805617
https://www.voanews.com/a/6578789.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/6578789.html
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2580018848799398
https://www.instagram.com/p/CdfiVuvMxNb/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://educationjournal.co.ke/2022/04/27/read-education-journal/?i=1
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202204/26/WS62674deea310fd2b29e59523.html
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/sunday-magazine/article/2001446587/changing-the-community-one-bead-at-a-time
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/sunday-magazine/article/2001446033/tracking-a-rhino-in-the-wild-of-samburu
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/sso/?content=eyJpdiI6ImVBM0xtTXJmMXBiZzRUbWZwbmluK3c9PSIsInZhbHVlIjoiY3IzanBha0NnamlkcXJpM0dUdkRkeS9hMDVoNlJ0SzkxWUdVOGc0dkhsR1I1elZlbFJmeXJCcVZMZS9PYVhVcW1wZGEzanIveXJKZUtUZE5weitlazFtaDZzVzBZQmJpYnd5djY2VG15cUk9IiwibWFjIjoiZDliYzVmMTEyNzI5NGNjZWI4OTFlZTY5NjFmNGQ0YWY3M2FlMjk0MWZmYWExMDIzZDU1NGExYjBkNjNhNTA3MiIsInRhZyI6IiJ9
https://www.newsweek.com/abandoned-baby-elephant-drowning-muddy-well-rescued-kenya-1708156
https://www.newsweek.com/abandoned-baby-elephant-drowning-muddy-well-rescued-kenya-1708156
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Naibunga Lower Conservancy officially launched the Olgaboli banda
and Koija starbed, paving way for more community ownership of the
tourism facilities.

‘_.5;\3'&'% .‘ With the support of Lewa Conservancy, Leparua Conservancy held a
| h R groundbreaking ceremony for the construction of a 5-kilometer fence
aimed at preventing human-wildlife conflict.

Garbatulla Conservancy held a community awareness meeting about
the construction of a headquarters and outpost in Garbatulla, Boji,

and Escort.
o Kinna Conservancy held a community awareness meeting to
KINNA WARD deliberate on the construction of the Conservancy’s headquarters and
an outpost.

Ruko Conservancy organized a Sports for Peace Tournament to
promote peaceful coexistence between the Il Chamus and Pokot
communities.

A
mﬁﬁﬁo & New conservancy managers from Garbatulla, Kinna, Sericho, Cherab,

“ Kaptuya, Pellow, and Naibunga Upper, and regional finance officers

@ X; underwent QuickBooks and payroll training at the NRT East Regional
S S Office.
-ﬁ Community members from Cherab Conservancy approved the
CHERAB construction of conservancy headquarters and outpost construction

in Korbesa and Yamicha Borehole respectively.

/ﬂ% Ndera Conservancy held its first quarterly board meeting and
MR discussed its progress, achievements, challenges, and Q2 plans.

}#% Ishagbini Hirola Conservancy successfully held its first quarterly

[t meeting and discussed various issues including conservancy policies,
women empowerment projects, and their inclusion in conservancy
leadership and rangelands management.

As we endeavor to better our best efforts in serving NRT member conservancies, we remain
highly appreciative of our donors and partners, who stand by our side every step of the way
and provide much-needed support for our conservation efforts. Thank you for all that you
continue to do.
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The Northern Rangelands Trust would like to thank the following principal donors, partners
and investors (with many more listed on our website) for their invaluable support.

EMBASSY OF DENMARK
Danida

Th )
USAID ComatsrsQ

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

EUROPEAN UNION

www.tusk.org

e, ‘ 46{ EXFO;?TISE Tusk ERAIPIRFS)SF%J_EST

e~ AGENCE FRANCAISE FAUNA & FLORA
ENBASSY OF SWEDEN iSPerameys  Bumasmoma  FRANCE

1 SPACE FOR it J— @
Wemosz [HICEP  GitNTs & wommer

RHINO ARK

k" i
INTERNATIONAL B
Ecrnrmpr @ Excellent R . ot conseavarion () %‘\m ‘g‘; 55

F()UN DATION.ORG CK — Conservation

FOUNDATION
Food and Agriculture

@?@ Organization of the %15”5
United Nations

@N mmpsme el prym @

foundation SAVE THE ELEPHANTS

HUNGARY HELPS

.
Efﬂ\/\:g ‘2:LA”GMA ciTy UNIVERSITY OF c‘) ’
A ROYAL N
“rwweaco Hawksford @ 700 oAt ETER  cepeanse .

FOUNDERON  sommcaanen o FRANCE GlobalGiving

.. =
JWSC kb B:_?P f\’\’}\ Beatrice W. Karanja -

TARONGA
Kapa Qil Refineries Lid.

0 y . :
“':mﬂ % @ ¢ @ P AR UL-PEJETA & &El"% ﬂﬂﬁ.ﬁﬁ ‘2 @. LEGADO
service B - KENYA (JREV\:S‘ szEER,t\ ONS oLE

CRAFTES
NOW

TRCTION
Forest Service !
onor
s }" i i
)

Garissa County Baringo County Isiolo County Laikipia County Lamu County Marsabit County Meru County Samburu County Tana County West Pokot County




